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Id an article from the London Times, on

American Institutions, which we copied into
yesterday's Gazette, it will be recollected
that it was observed, "if we tuke an impar-
tial survey of the United States and their
government, we shall be induced to conclude
that the advantages of that country are almost,if not entirely, independent of its administration."There is truth in the remark.Reference is not made to our form
and system of govfmment.that we hold to

be the best ever devised by the wisdom and
patriotism of man.but to the aihuinisfrutionof that government, as experienced in
these "latter days." The excellence of the
constitution and union.the vitality, energy,
and industry of the people.the natural advantagesthat we jjossess, have, so far. prevailed

over the errors and the vices of bad
political management, and saved the countryin spite of faction and misrule.

The New Orloans }>apers have accounts

from the City of Mexico up to the 4th instant.On the "d, the Constitutionalists assaulted
the city with three thousand men,

and were beaten, with the loss of eight hun-,
dred.a very larpe proportion for a Mcxi-
can battle. On the 4th, Morguez arrived
with 1,500 troops from Guadalajara, and
about the same number were expected from
Orizaba, the same being a portion of Miramon'sdefeated expedition. The reactionists
had possession of the capital with increased
force on the 4th, having abandoned every
other post and town iu the neighborhood..
The constitutionalists held every post in the

vicinity, their head-quarters being at the

splendid hacienda of Manuel Ksoandon, at

Tocubaya. The State Department has advicesfrom Mr. McLane, of a uature very
encouraging to the liberal cause. Some ten

or fifteen thousand troops were assembled in
the Valley of Mexico by the constitutional-
ists, and it .seemed probable that the capital
would finally fall into their hands.

According to the latest European news,

the Earl of Malmsbury's retuurksin the BritishParliament are construed into an admission
of the hopelessness of peace on the continent.The movement of the troops and

war material in France continues ou a large
scale. Twenty-five thousand troops are 011

their way to Lyons. A feeling that war is

inevitable prevails at the French Foreign
Offioe, and is shared by some of the highest
functionaries. Orders have been sent to

Toulon for sixty-eight vessels to be ready to

put to sea at a day's notice; and also eight
vessels have been ordered from Brest to Tou-
Ion. All the mercantile vessels in the Adriatiowere hastening home. The Paris Bourse
was declining. The English Ambassador at

Turin had suddenly led lor London.

Lord Derby announced on the 8th instuut,
in the British House of Lords, that the Cabinethad come to a determination to dissolve

the Parliament and appeal to the country..
lie commeuted severely on Lord John Russell'scourse, and likewisecharacterized Lord
Palmerston'a recommendation that the Mill-
ist-ern should accept Lord Russell's amendmentto the reform bill as a direct insult..
He rejoiced at the generous support the Governmenthad received, and expressed a convictionthat, for vsant of cohesion, the opp<v
sition would be speedily dissolved. The L'abinethad decided to dissolve Parliament as

soon as the public business would permit it.
because they thought the country ought to

be consulted at the present crisis, and becausethe interests and peace of the country
would suffer from a change of administration.
Mr. P'Israeli made a corresponding announcementin the House of Commons.

Professor Rogers has finished his long
erpected work on the "Geology of Pennsylvania."and it is issued in the I'nited States
and in England. The English reviewers

appear a little astonished at the immense
ooal fields of the I'nited States, besides which
their own are diminutive. The eoal fields
of Great Britain are in cxteut about 5,400
square miles. Those of the United States
are 196,850 square miles. While the amount
of workable coal in Great Britain is put
down at 190.000,000,000 tons, that of Xorth
America is set down at 4,<N10,000,OOt>,000.
or 22 times greater in amount than the
mines of Great Britain. An English paper,
commenting upon these facts,says: "When
we reflect upon what has been achieved by
the produce of the coal fields of Britain,
and then endeavor to anticipate the miningof the vast fields of the United States

upon an extensive scale, we are led to forecasta future of almost boundless enterprise
for that wonderful country."
Judge John Robertson, of Richmond, announceshimself as n candidate for Congress,

from the Richmond district. In his address
to the voters of the district, he says:.

"After having some years post voluntarily
withdrawn from public life, it i* not without
much hesitation, and unaffected diffidence
that I now present myself before you. I do
so, however, on mature reflection, and not so

much, I frankly avow, because of "the urgentsolicitations of friends," as from a desire
onoe more to record my vote on thejournals
of the Federal Legislature in support of the

principles 1 have ever professed and maintained,and in opposition to the excessive
prodigality, the manifold corruptions, and the

palpable and avowed usurpations of the Federalauthorities."
We have an instance of "sensation" being

fairly run in the (/jvumI.in the Sickles case

.yesterday having been the sixteenth day
of the trial.and "the public" well nigh nauaeated

with the whole affair. Both the prosecution
and the defence, oould, it is said,

have made oat their material facts, and

argued the law points, effectively and effectually,in four days, at the farthest.

A "seallawag" is defined by the N. York

Tribune, as a compound of a loafer, black|^Haa4scamp.
»
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The late explosion of the steamer Princess,

aserihed to n deficiency of water, lias direc-
ted attention to the question whether any
means ran Ik? devised for the prevention of
«uoh appalling calamities. A communica-
tioti in the Philadelphia Evening Bulletin
gi\es the result of certain experiments made
hy Messrs. It. I.. Lloyd and <ie,>rge T. Par-
ry of Philadelphia, and an illustration of a

theory first suggested l»v Mr. Lloyd, and af-
ter his death developed by Mr. Parry. The
idea is that electricity, generated in boilers,
as it is the atmosphere, may explode under
certain circumstances, as it does in the at-
mosnhere. and that bv introducing t»erma-

nently into the Isiiler an insulated metallic
rod, this electricity may constantly be carriedoff harmless.

It would appear, front the reports in the

newspapers, that Mr. Montague "takes nothingby his motion," in agreeing to discuss

political affairs with Mr. Hoggin. The lat-
ter gentleman is said to he much superior to

his antagonist on the stuinp. By the way,
Mr. Hoggin is circulating ahoot now in the
Hast, addressing the people with great pow-
or and effect, and making friends, we are

told, on every hand. We should rejoice to

see him triumphantly elected Kven a large
vote for him will assist in the revival and

reorganization of the Whig party, anil in the
furtherance of Whig principles.
Some of the New York papers are criticisingand rather rami in;/ Commissioner

Bowlin, for his late Paraguay letter, and Pa-

raguay proceedings generally. Of course,

Mr. B wlin makes the most of the expeditionand of its result, that he can.and we

hardly know what better could have happened.than has happened.that is. a speedy
end of the whole affair!

The New York Herald says that "building
enterprise in New York, the ensuing season,

will probably surpass that of any other senson
in the history of the city. It will prohablv
surpass every other year, not only by the

number of the new erections, hut particularlyin their size, materials and magnificence,
The city will soon he filled with the most

splendid mercantile palaces, of marble, stone
and iron, that the world has ever seen."

The Richmond Whig says that "Montague
is very fierce upon the Compromise of 1?*50.
which is eniel, considering that Mr. Letcher
favored that Compromise." Mr. Montague
has to labor excessively in relation to his anti-internalimprovement course. Had his
votes prevailed. Virginia would have been almostwithout internal improvements.
Wak news is beginning to come again

from the other side of the Atlantic. It
'seems to be hard to keep up peace.-and
rather difficult to make a commencement of
i
liuniiiuir^,

A woman left Bangor, recently, for Oregon,to marry a person there whom she had
not seen for 18 years.

Letter from the Northern Nook >>f Virginia.
Correspondence of the Alexandria (ia-.ette.
Richmond Covntt, April 18..Politic* are

running high, and sown are abusing Letcher
and praising Hoggin, and some abusing Botta
and praising Democracy generally, just as a

savage would adore the sun or moon, withoutknowing the component parts of either!

Very lew of the "Simon Pure" Democrats
even, go in fully and zealously for Mr. Let|
cher. though most of them will vote for him,
because lie belongs to the same crowd, at

the heels of which they have run and huritth-edfor many years, without knowing or

considering why they did so. 1 am glad to
sav though, that many are too patriotic t«»

allow their allegiance to party, to make them
-acritice principles which they have heretoforeprofessed to cherish with peculiar care,

and to guard with more than paternal solicitude.
Colonel Harvey is the Whig candidate

for the House of Delegates, for the counties
of Richmond and Westmoreland, and Mr.
Lycll is ihe Democratic candidate. Kaeli is
said to be the htvt man in the two counties;
and 1 am sure there are fifty other false rofsirtsin circulation in regard to each of the
two gentlemen! Mr. I,. was asked, publicly,
a few days ago. if he endorsed Mr. Letcher
in one of his positions, and replied "I am

hoeing my own row. ami have nothing to do
with him."
Judge Coleman has held his Court in Wcstitnoreland, Richmond, and Northumberland

i I.. »..
counties. ana is now in uiiniMo. m,firsftwo counties there were nocritninals, and
hut lew contested enses; hut old Northuni'herland has distinguished herself, by sending
five of her citizens to the penitentiary for
live years.Win. II. Marsh, Win. Blackerley,
Thomas and Joseph Blackorlev, and William
Coleman. They were tried for huving ho

whipped a negro as to cause his death, and
the verdict was as above stated, and its jus
ticc, I believe, very generally acknowledged
bv the people at large.
Our farmers are busy planting corn. The

wheat is looking remarkably promising.
Mosgnrn.

Nicaraguan Affairs.
Washington, .April 2d.. In relation to

N'icaraguan affairs, many speculations are

indulged, sud some of the statements concerningthem arc doubtless unintentionally
erroueotis. The true state of the question is
ascertained to be, that the treaty recently re'turned is. with hut one exception, entirely
acceptable to this government, which has
heretofore assented to its provisions. The
exception is to the amendment, which, in
substance, provides that the I'nited States
shall engage to use all due vigilance, and all
lawful means, to prevent the organization of
hostile parties in ibis country, intended for
the invasion of Nicaragua.

This is not considered important, but if
ultimately rejected by tbe President, who

1..lin ,.nrer-
nil* II imut-r K'll^iUdaiiw.,,

taitied that the treaty will he modified hy
Nicaragua in accordance with the wishe* of
this government. Hy thi* treaty, Nicaragua
engages to use the necessary force to keep
the transit route open, hut if at any rime she
should fail to do so, the I'nited State* have
the right to land troops to protect the persons j
and property of American citizens. The in-
formation front Nicaragua leaves no douht
that the British are acting in good faith, and
arc making arrangements for surrendering
the Bay Islands and the Mosquito protectorate.Such at least is the present aspect of
affairs, as ascertained from authentic sources.

Mr. Goggin'i Appointment!.
Mr. (ioggin, the Whig candidate for Governor,will address the people at the following
times and places, viz:

At Norfolk City, Norfolk, April 2*-Saturday.
At Ketnpsvillo. Pr. Anne, April 2.'»-Moud«y.
At E**tville, Northampton, April 27-Wcdneadsy,
At Drummoniltoarn.Accotnac,April 2? -Thursday.
At Gloucester C. H.,Glom 'r, April SA-Saturtiay.
At Williamsburg, .fame* City,.May !-Mno'l»>.
At King and Queen H.. May 4-Wednesday.
At Richmond C. H. Kicb'd, May 6 Friday.
At K'g Ow'nO. II., K'k Ueo., May 7-Saturday. j
At Fredariakiburg, Spou., May ft M^daj. '
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News of the Day.

" To xhiiwthc fry aye and In,Ay of the ti me«."

We mentioned yesterday that the Japaneseminister to ratifv the treaty recently
made with the United States, accompanied
hv a large suite, is expected at Washington

r »is. « * %f! !.
in jiiiii1 nexi. i no i . r>. steamers .Mississippiami Powhatan, havo gone to Yeddo to
take them on hoard. when they will call to
San Francisco, and by tin* I'aiiiuna route to
New York, and thence hy railroad to Wash-
ington. On both sides of tin- continent they
are to he received with honor.

Hy the statistics of Insanity in New York,
it is found that commercial revulsions have a

pood deal to do with its increase. Those
who lost their reason from business perplex-
ities and loss of fortune, were in greater numberdurinp the panic of lSoT-58. than in any
of the preceding six years. Political revolutions,also, increase the number of the insane.French physicians state that the revolutionof 17'd3. and subsequent convulsions.
largely increased the number of insane pa-
tients.

A. N. Montgomery, esq., of Lynch burg,
has recently been engaged in a survey of the
lands along the line of the N. K. and S.
\V. Alabama Railroad, and lias made a Reportin favor of the practicability of manufacturingthe iron for the road from the abundantsupply of ore within reach. We gather
from the rejiort that the Kailr-utd will developprobably the largest iron interest in the
Inited States, which must add largely to the
wealth and importance of Alabama.

#The Commencement exercises of the Winchester.Medical College, took place on Fridayevening last, in the presence of u large
audience. Pr. Boyil conducted the religious
part of the ceremonies and delivered, with an

appropriate address, the diplomas to the gra*
duating class, of which there were eight..
Professor J. P. Smith delivered the valedictory.which was a production of fine taste and
decided merit.

Negro man Pick, slave of Pr. (iunton, and
negro man Clarence, slave of Mrs. F,. M.
Bowie, found guilty of burning a barn on

the farm of Pr. (iunton. in Spalding's Pi trict.Prince (ieorge's County, Md.. have been
severally sentenced to the penitentiary, for
the term of twelve years. Pick was valued
at the sum of $1,300, and Clarence at $1,250,
which sums the owners will receive froiuth"
county.

After the lecture <if Mr. Everett, on the
15th instant, at the I'niversity of North Carolina,

the two literary societies of that institu:i i..j .i cr..
lion, eacn gave nun one nunurru mm im>

dollars for thecause h»* advocate. This sum
with that given to Mr. II. \V. Miller <>11 the
22d «»f February, makes $85') which the!»75
students of the i'niversitv have given for the
purchase of Mt. Vernon, within two months.
A letter from Vienna, in the Brussels "ln'dependence," states that the death of the

young Princes Windisehgrntz was caused

by an excessive use of chloroform, to which
the unfortunate lady, while suffering acutely
from nervous headache, had recourse. We
recorded a similar catastrophe two or three
days ago, as huving taken place in New
York.

Bast week, in the Crawford (Ind..) Circuit

Court, four brothers, named Prater, were

sentenced to the penitentiary for two years
each for horse stealing. Another brother,
indicted for'thesam* offence, died in jail. A
fifth brother has been indicted, hut is still at

large. The father and still another son are

also under indictment.
The British steam sloop-of-war Curucoa.

which arrived at Annapolis roads on the

night of the fith instant, with Lord Lyons,
the new British minister. lert again for Kngland,ou Tuesday evening, having on lsiard
Lord Napier, late British minister, and Lady
Napier.
The brother of Governor Zamora, of Vera

Cruz, has committed suicide on ace unt of

supposed financial difficulties: hut after his
death it was ascertained that lie lm<| made a

mistake of $100,000 against himself in makingup his balance sheet!
I 1*44 lcli.li in. w In> owns

4 linr »na trntu . j ,

two good brick houses and :i food store, and
has invested in -t*>clv>i, all of w liich lie

hap accumulated solely l»V Hie business of
catching rats, which he sells to the |»rsipriutorsof "rat pits."

In Buffalo, oil Monday, a man, during a

quarrel with his wife, threw a stick of fire- j
wood at her, which, instead of injuring her,
struck an infant, four months old, which
was in her arms, ou the head, killing it instantly.
A negro man belonging to Pol Sanford I. j

Raiqcy, of Loudoun county, Inst week became
refractory, and made an assault on his manager,

Mr. Hope. Mr. 11. repulsed the scamp
by shooting him in the leg. The wound,
though painful, is not serious.
The Prince of Wales continues to ho an object
of much interest and very free comment,

in England, not only as respects his present
sojourn at Hume, and its possible result, but
also in regard to his immediate future, on obitaining his majority.

With the exception of Virginia, which
will hold its election on the 2'ltli of May,
there will be no more State elections held
until August, when the States of Alabama.
Arkansas, Kentucky. Missouri. North Carolina,and Texas will elect.
The Newark Advertiser of Monday evening,says:."The friends of Bishop I'oane

will be glad to learn that his physicians pronouncehis symptoms much more favorable
tins morning, and that he has passed the

point of danger."
lieorge W. Porter, a student at Vale College.

from Knfiehl. has been arrested for
theft, a variety of articles l.eing found in
his room which belonged to his fellow-stu-
dents.

Wheeling. Virginia, and St. Louis. Mi.

souri, are spoken of ns the two places most

suitable for selecting between, f>r holding
the noxt Republican National Convention!

Baron Humboldt, the confidential adviser
of the Prince Regent of Prussia, writes to a

diplomatic correspondent at Washington, that
u-up cannot lie no*tootied lieyond July.
A fire riot occurred in Philadelphia. on

Sunday morning, in which several persons
were wounded by pistol shots.one mortally,
it was thought.
Major Trimble and his first assistant engineer.

Mr. 11. S. Mason, are now reootinoitering
the country, preparatory to locating the

Baltimore and Potomac Railroad.
The late effort of the anti-Faulkner Democrate,

in the Berkeley district, to get up a

counter eon vent ion in W inches ttr, on tbe'JUth

day of April, has failed.
The South Carolinians are preparing to

erect a monument at Eutaw. to commemorate
the battle of September 8th, 1781.

Mia* Burdett Couttahaa endowed the bish

oprioof British Columbia, with (he sum of.
x25,000 sterling. I

D VIRGINIA AIV
TELEGBAPHIC DESPATCHES.

x\ amii\<;to\, April 20.. I hcarili.it ItobertMorgan, of Wisconsin, has been designatedI»v the President for the consulate at
St. John, X. II.

It is understood that the President is yet
considering upon the expediency "I sending
hack the ('ass-Irissnrri treaty to Nicaragua,
tor a withdrawal or modification by her governmentof the amendment insisting that our

government shall enforce our neutrality laws
against tillihiiMer-. This is offensive, since
that our government has acted in good faith
in this regard, and enforces all its laws.
.Meantime a portion of the Paraguay fleet is
to be diverted to Nicaragua before reaching
home.

It is understood bv the friends of .Judge
1'ouglas here tliat he will remain firmly by the
national deinoeratie party :ts heretolore. ami
that aeoeders from the regular party orgnni/.ationwill receive no sympathy or support
front hint.

St. Lor is, April 2"..The passengers hy
the mail coach report the inassacro of a faintlyof nine persons hy the Caddo Indians, in
the vicinity of Cooper's Camp, Texas.

Business at Salt Francisco was very dull.
The markets were generally unchanged.

I'll 11. \ of. im'ii i a, April "Jo..The India Kub|her case relative to the patent for woven
shirred goods, before Judge Grier, of the C.
S. Circuit Court, had a sudden termination
this afternoon, the judge declaring the questionsM> important for determination on a

preliminary hearing, though both parties
were desirous of a hearing.

Nf.w Oki.e.ims, April l'j..Captain Bossier
and John Vernon, of the propeller Courier,
had a rencounter this morning with pistols.
Capt. Bossier was dangerously wounded.
Arm sta. Ch.. April 2i>..Twenty cases

of mi,all-pox are reported in the village of
Columbia, Henry county, Ala., and the disiease wic increasing in violence atnl spreadiing rapidly toother counties.

Malignant Disease.
This disease, of which we hear so much in

the papers, during the past week, is undoubtedlyI'iphtheria. It i- the same disease that
prevailed as an epidemic in Albany, last fall,
and during the past year it has appeared in
several places in New Kngland. We notice,
every week, deaths reported from "'sore
throat" in Boston. These are probably from
diphtheria. There were eight cases of it in
this city. Inst fall; there were also two cases

during the last month; and there are two cnvs
in the city at the present time.

It if* not a new disease. A book in relationto it was published in New York more

than seventy years since. It is the same
disease that caused the death ofGeorge Washington.F0rsevernl3enrspast.it has prevailedextensively, as an epidemic, in Knglandand France, and the probability that it
may prevail here has attracted considerable
attention to it.
The disease has already been described in

tiii* paper, and the physicians in tin* city
art1 acquainted with its symptoms ami treatment.

In it report of tIi»* Registrar General of
Kngland, it is stated that the specific cause
of Diphtheria is theoffensive odor from privy
vaults; probable that there are other causes;
but it is also probable that this may have
considerable influence in producing the di*
ease.- I'liii iiU'iii f .I'lUnntl.

How to Keep Cows.
George Hull, of West .Springfield, is the

owner of very profitable cows, .Mr. Hull

buys all his cows eat. and sells their milk..
He has tried the various kinds of food usually
fed to mileheows. and concludes Indian meal
to be the best and cheapest. Kaeh cow receivessix or eight quarts daily, according to
her *ize. and al>oiit ten pounds of cut hay..
Stalks and boiled roots are sometimes given,
for a change. The meal is always scalded,
as it goes much further than when raw..

The meal is placed in two burr Is, and boiling
water enough poured on it to moisten the
iiuiss. Then t ie barrels are filled up with
cold water and it is ready for use. Three
pailfuls of the mixture are given to each animal.every night and morning, and as the
mangers are water-tight, he turns it into the
manger upon his cut hay. The cows get no

other drink than this, the winter through.-Boiledroot*, lie think*, will not make milk
taste, and one bu*lod boiled, i* worth, for
inilk, one nnd a half bushels raw. This lie
considers a healthy ami cheap food for his
cow*. The secret of making cows milk free,
and holding out till near calving time, lies
...mil II, .Ill VIZ! Ill k IIO

<<I.I *« ti < mi- n

regular. feeding regular, ami keeping them
warm.

A Roanoke Muddle.
Take half a pound « !' fat mid Iling bacon,

out it iu slices, then out the .slices into small
hits: put those hits into ;t round bottomed pot
and sot the pot over a firo huilt near the
hunk ><f u ri\or. Then take a une-shad rock
fish; scale him while Muttering; cut him in
tolerably small pieces. I'our two ipiarts of
water into the pot. alter the meat has fried
sufficiently to not the grease i>nt. Rut in tlie
fish, and set the put on a bri-k boil. I'ut in
salt and pepper to your taste, and by all
mentis, one pod red pepper. Stir while cooking;and just before it is done, drop in a few
sprigs of parsley. When thoroughly done,
take the pot from the lire, and place it convenientlynear the root of a tree. While it
is cooling make a paddle, slightly spoon
shaped, front » piece of shingle or pine bark,
and thus equipped, got between the tree and
the put with y<>ur back to the former, and.
test the qualifies of a genuine "Roanoke
muddle," and if you don't sav it is "good,
and very good." 1 shall attribute it to a peculiaridiosyncracy of taste or a want of
proper cultivation in early life. I have just
bad my former predilections in favor of a

Roanoke muddle, greatly strengthened; in
what manner I leave you to surmise.. (\<r-
r^.*i»>ni/riirr of' fhr I'r/rrshtti -/ h'.j-pt ' vx.

The Oberlin Ca?e».
The proceedings in the case of the Oberlinrescuers have assumed a new phase..

After the conviction of Simeon Ru.htiell on

the 11th of April, at Cleveland, the case of
Mr. Langstone, another of the indicted partie.y.as called up. The counsel fop the defencewas prepared only with the case of
I Vol. I'eck of (Jberiin College. The pro.ecutiondeclared that the remaining thirty-six
cases must he tried by the same jury that

ieted Rnshnell. To tlii. the t»risoner-
positively refused to submit, whereu|>on their
recognisances were cancelled and the entire
party of thirtv-six were sent to jail, where
they remained during Saturday and Sunday.
They are reported n> taking the imprisonmentcoolly, receiving their tri'-nd* in thejail,
and holding religious services among themselves.This action of the court creates

f;re«t excitement. Sentence has riot vet

>een parsed up >11 Mr. Bushnell,

Death of fiillv Bowlegs.
The following i* furnished by the laM Fort

Smith (Ark.) Times: We learn from Mr.
(Jeorge M. Aird. who arrived from the Seminolecountry, that Billy Bowlegs died suddenlyat the house of dohu Jumper, on Friday/the1 Ith of March. There were great
lamentations and loud waitings among his
people, the Seminole*. The late emigrants
had not arrived in the country at the ume of;
Bowlegs' death. Mr. Aird met Col. Rutherfordwith them ahout forty miles this side of
the Seminole country. They will, therefore,
lie deprived the privilege of meeting their
old leader and chief. Thus has passed away
one who has l»eeri a terror to the settlers of
Florida, ami one of the greate-t chiefs and
Indian warriors of the present day. i

mmsER-APRiL
Political How to Prevent a Sectional Issue.

Thf great tpiestioii uow i.-, how uiny the
Rliirk Republicans be defeated? We think.
l»y a union of all conservative men, in every
section, into a new party, or else let one of
the existing parties give up the follies of
their way, and let the South present one

solid phalanx in the Presidential election."
. ffl't'Cllhi'l'l' A'/-'/.

Thetir*t proposition advanced by the wriItor is the only tenable one. and the only one

that i-» praetienl. A union of conservative
men. North and South, may render the uext
Presidential eontest a national one. in every
s#>n»e of the word.but. ju-t so sure a* tin*
South '"presents a solid phalanx." just so

sure will the eontest be a strictly sectional
one. and the South will bo defeated.

If there were ('lily mil1 sectional party in
the Smth. there would h»i only one in the
North. Thin is a clear proposition. If the
S»utli wore to combine, the North would
combine also, and would have a much strongermotive for doing no, being the more powerfulsection. As soon as you create a sectionalparty at the South you create one at the
North. Man)* men at the North who are

averse to sectional parties would he driven intoone, hv seeing the South taking the offensive.
All this talk about uniting at the South,

and presenting a common front to the enemy.
is a Democratic triek for seducing Whigs
from their allegiance. So far as the institutionof slavery is concerned we are all united
already. What is the use of uniting party
organization then? We do present a united
front when slavery is attacked, and the invocationto us to surrender our party organizationis stiiply a device on the part of the Democracyto i>reak down our party.
The only way in our opinion, to prevent a

s»vtioimI contest in 1 St Vt», is to elect Mr. tinggin.
(Governor of Virginia. If this be done,

there are several other Southern States,
which hold elections during the summer, that
will follow in our wake. The conservative
men of the North, seeing that there is a feelingin the South averse to sectionalism,
will gladly unite with a national party
which will comprehend the whole In ion..
In our opinion, a strictly sectional contest
in Isi'si, ,..ri prevented 110 other way..
f.i/W'/ihiii'f I iri/iiiiiiii.

The Poor Sailors.
We are glad to see that the press on both sides

of the water are taking up the cause of the
poor sailor, as one appealing very strongly to
the instincts of our common humanity. Certainrevelations recently made of terrible
cruelties have excited a natural indignation
on shore, and we do sincerely trust that this
honest feeling will in some manner result in
the mitigation of the sailor's wrongs. Our
readers will remember a horrible outrage
committed at Richmond a year or so ago by
which a poor w retch of a Jack Tar lost his
life. The captain was put upon his trial for
the murder, but his employers had plenty
of money to pay lawyers, and the dead man

had no friends, and so the matter ended by
the bloody tyrant's going back to the (»-tavia
to renew his accustomed exercise with the
cat. the marling-spike and the belaying-pin.
This case was hut one of thousands which
are occurring every day. and it so happens
that American ship captains are those most
noted of all, for their relentless severity of discipline.Discipliu*" we can hardly call it;torturewould be a better term. From I long-j
Kong we hear recently that one Captain
Soub*. a Connecticut Viking, a man from "the
land of steady habits" w here they deplore -o

.oil- >1.,, , PI nl t V III" S, ,11 r tl, Til HlflStlTS to

their slaves, having been fined for diabolical
maltreatment of hi* er<>w in general, undertookto administer his usual main-mast punishmentupon the American Vice-l 'onsul. wlio
gave the judgment, ('apt. Souleof tho ship
"I'nrtf Tnhi/" of \»*w Haven, had little of the
compunction or the tenderness of the dear old
soldier of the story, after whom his vessel had
been named. I nele Toby would not burr a

tly. so Sterne tells us. but ('apt. Soule was

aeeiistomed to amuse hiniscll by knocking
down bis men, with whatever eouvenieut instrumentof wood or iron lay in bis reach. and
stamping on their heads with heavy boots
until the blood ran out of their ears. It is
not a very pleasant aeeuunt to read, but we

I'oiiimeiid it to the attentive perusal of those
virtuous people of ('apt. Saile'.s own State,
whose sympathies are so readily aroused for
the poor negroes of the Southern eottoii fielda.
The London Times informs us that within
the past year there have been no less than
one hundred and fifty disabled sailors reeeiv ed
in a single hospital in Liverpool, there to r»

overfrom the injuries inlliefed upon them
by their demon Captains. -I'di'rshiirj /!. />.

Severe Frosi.
thir Suit hern and Western exchange*

speak of a verv sudden change in the teui-

perature of the weather on Sunday and
Nlnnday la-t. At Norfolk, Vn., on the last
named day. the thermometer fell to I» degrees.rendering fire and overcoats neces«aiv, and on the next morning there was a

very severe frost, doing great injury to the
growing erops of garden vegetahles. Potatoes,.snaps, encumbers, tomatoes and melons
were uli more or less destroyed. The NorfolkI >nv IbMik says :

' \n intelligent triieker of Norfolk countV
informs us that :it least one hundred thousandtomato plants were destroyed on Mmi

laynight in Norfolk county. It is fis ..pinionthat the fruit is uninjured hv it, or it
anything lienetittcd. as flu* <l"siruction of
a portion of tin* overburdened fruit may iinpnvc th»> remainder. The loss thus sustain

'<1on vegetables must tcikIi in the neighborhooi|of ?ol»JMNl."
The Wheeling papers also complain of

very eoo| weather, ami it is feared the pcaeh
ep-p is ilestroyoil.

At Kiehmninl, \ a., there was also a severefro«t on Tuesday morning, lining great
damage to fruits and vegetables, On Sundaymorning there was a severe frost in
Frederick and Washington enmities. M l.,
and on Sunday night considerable snow tell
on the South Mountain.

The Charleston Convention.
S line of the regular democratic organs are

questioning .Judge I>ouglas, Chevalier Forney,and tlieiranti-Leeomptoti "popular .sovereignty"newspapers. whether they door do
not intend to abide by the nomination and
platform of the Charleston Convention? All
sin h questions, we presume, will be answeredin the Convention. Hiei not before. We

s||»pect. too, that the upshot of the i 'oil veil
tiotiwill be the final dispersion of the democracy.and two or three scrub ticket*: for it i«

manifest that the fixi-d policy ofevery prominentclique of the party jugglers for tlic succession.is rule or ruin.. .V. }'. Ib-mM.

A Mohei. Vkriui t..Out in b'ulhoun county.III., a body, with the head severed from
the trunk, was found recently. A Coroner's
jury was empanelled, and readme 1 the followingverdict:

"A'*/ rn'i' * I'ff'lu'lc..Wee, the jurors, find
the deseezed cuni to his deth by rim Hands of
sum l'ur*«»n uniioii with unlawful v%

naiined ax."
L»r William Stwver !i»-«i hi l»o«toii, on

Monday. 11!ia«l reached hi* eighty-ninth
veair. ami "a.« the oldest living graduate of
Harvard 1 nivenity. having gruduated iu
178*. Br hi* death. Hon. Jn*iah Quiiiey.
senior of theela>» (>f 17%, become-" the oldest
living graduate. Of the class of 17% four
only nrp now living.

JOHN MURPHY, ATTOBHEY AT I.AW.
will practice in the Court* of Westmoreland,

Richmond, and N rthinuherlund Counties. Po«t
OlSoe, Ri«V» H'«-tuno elaul Owuuty, T*.
4*01.1/

2-2, 1850.

[CoVMrVirATED.
I'ln frinm/ular fnjUt in the S*rtnth Cnnym
sional lUitrirf, or rfannus for rating J'm
//> nry Slinckrljiiril.
We propose briefly and dispassionately tr

investigate the political career and act* o!

the llmi. Win. Smith, from the beginning ol
the memorable canvass of 1 down to the

present date. We design to expose the polit
i<-nl inconsistencies of which he has been

guilty: to trace step by step his course ol
action: to show his direct antagonism, n<>l

only to the organization of the Democratii
party, but of hostility to its fundamental
principles: and finally, that we cannot, as ii

l'einoerat, sustain hitn in the present canvas*
without sacrificing all that is dear and sacred
in the history of the party, its glories and
triumphs, its traditions and principles.Wo design no injustice to tiov. smith, ll
we misjudge or misrepresent him, we art

ready to retraet.
tiov. Smith cannot complain that hi

siniiild be arraigned at the liar of public
opinion. His arts, opinions, and conduct at

a public man. in connection with the poll
tics oi the country, and in view of the pre
.sent canvass, are now the subjects of fair ant]
candid criticism. And if so investigated
and reviewed, his complaints will return
home to him unheeded.

But does it lie in the mouth of Gov. Smith
to complain that his course of action touchingnational politics, should be investigated
and reviewed ? Can he complain when any
portion of his constituency, after such a review.should deem his opinions and acts at
war with the organization and principles ol
the democratic party, and. therefore, refuse
him their support ?
To Recede to thejustice of such complaints

would lead necessarily to the destruction of
the organism of the party, to a sacrifice of its
principles, and the complete annihilation of
the individual freedom of its members.

That any member of the party has a right
so to act without any impeachment of his
loyalty to party, ought to receive without
objection tlio approbation of Gov. Smith.
F->r lie himself bus given us the example to

profit by. Not only has he recognised the
right so to do: but be has furnished us a test

by which we may note the man, who is loyal
and true to his party.
Now, we propose in our ret iew to claim no

privilege which Gov. Smith has not also
claimed; and to use no other means or tests,
to ascertain whether we can consistently as

a Democrat voto for him, than those which
he has laid down for his own rule of conduct.
In the debate on the admission of Kansas
into the I nion. Gov. Smith was thus interrogatedby Mr. Knglish, of Indiana. "I wish
to inquire of the gentleman whether he holds
Governor Wise t be in or out of the democraticorganization '{"

Mr. Smith, of Virginia. "Well, Sir, 1
hold him to be outside of the Democratic or[ionization,ami I do not hesitate to say if! ! !
Alt yntlcmcn who refuse to ro-opemte with
the Democratic forty in the yrr.nl measures

of th> fnirty, are necessarily outside of that
party organization!"

Let us apply the test thus furnished us by
Gov. Smith to his own case.

In the Fall and Winter of lsf»4, '55,
amidst the excitements and passions which
had been engendered by the fanaticism
of Northern abolitionism, there suddenly
spruug into existence a political organization.which in the Northern States soon obtaineda fearful power. It trampled down
the old parties, and left the Democracy in
the Northern States to battle for their existenceagainst tremendous odds. Its rapid
and mysterious growth and progress in ilie
iion-slavehohling State-, began to attract attention.It silently and insidiously began
to permeate the masses in the Slave States.
It disorganized and overthrew the great
Whig party. The secrecy and mystery
which covered its birth and wonderful growth,
seduced even many Democrats into its embrace.It became formidable, and noon

threatened to overwhelm the Democratic
party, whose great strength was in the South.
As it became powerful, the more it boasted
.and the more bold in the development of
its purposes nml designs. The veil was at

length removed, and the grand leading designsof Native Americanism, seen and declared.
The natural foe of this new organization

was the i>* iiiucratie party, which was ever
the cherished friend of the exiled and oppressedof other lands; and the stern and
unvielding defender of religious freedom
before the State. This ancient lis; of Homo-
critcv, (for Ani' i ii iniimii was hut h'riJrniti.iiH
under a new gui»e.) soon checkered Virgin-
ia with its secret Lodges. The I>emoeracy
were alive to the danger which threatened
the country. It was apparent that V irginia
wie the ground where the battle which was

to determine tin* fate of the 1'emocratio partyand <>t the I nion was to be fought.
Karly in September, many of the

prominent members ut the Henmcratic party
were written to. in order to ascertain their
views and position, in regard to this new

organization, known as the Know Nothing
Tarty. Amongst the number was (iovernor
Smith. All except <iov. Smith promptly
and plainly answered. The "times were

sadly out of joint." and promptness and
boldness were required to save the State..
Timidity and evasion at such times indicate
neither loyalty a >r statesmanship. Vetfiov.
Smith faltered, lie answered, however, but
after a long time, ami evasively. Contrast j
the non-committalism of his answer, with
the plain, hold, and earnest letter of the gallantHenry A. Wise, who tore the disguise
from the "veiled prophet," and exposed its
hideous features to the public gaze. The
I iiioerui y "I the State nerved themselves
tor the coming battle, and appreciating the
fi..isli..wnowu mil <riI«i11r l#nriti(r nf lipr <%nn

in til'-"' times < { trouble, selected Henry A.
W ise as their leader, against the legions of
Know N'tthingism, confident in their nuniher.and in the prestige of former triumph.
And ri-ht gallantly 'lid he respond to the
eall "f duty and loyalty.Amidst the throngedlegions of Know Nothingisiu he charged
home upon them, and earned the banner of
|>eiiioeruev to a glorious triumph. Thus
did llenrv A. W ise, in the hour of trial and
desporideiiev. when disaster threatened us,
and when all was gloom, with a dauntless
and .-elf-sacrificing spirit, respond to the call
of his party, and amidst difficulty and oppositiontroin enemies without and within, lead
the lieiii'sTacy to a permanent triuui[di..
Thus was the organism of Know Xothingisnidestroyed, which at first and with wondrousgrowth, rose up and appeared like the
great image which Nebuchadnezzar saw in
his dream, whose "head was of fine gold,"
and whose "form was terrible;" but whose
"feet were part of iron and part of clay ".
But if was "smote on its feet that were of
iron and clay, and it "became like the chaff
of the summer threshing floor."

I>i<l the Hon. W'ni. Smith ijterat* (to
use his ow n language) with ths Oeinot.ratic
ftarli/ in t/w jrrtii" work of destroying this
tormidalde politieai monster ? Did he smite
this image? or did he stand by unconcerned
and passive in the great struggle? Or did
lie -eok shelter in the shade of this monster
...... »/> ft...I ....I .1 it. i.. ... «i .Til... nn tliA ....

miliar:, a'.i'i nr< iw iti n** naiiatc »/n « uc mw

^aiuzatiun aii>i principle* of the Democratic
party 1

Tlie^e question* we nr«»po*e to answer io
a succeeding paper. STATE RIOIITS.

S UMMEBFISLD FITZHUGH,
A TTOHSLY AT LAW.

Braatavill*. Prince William County, Va,
Will prartio} 10 the Courts ot t'uooe William,

ftd'i tliO luljollilli^ CountHM.
Prliiob VVilliau, County, fa, Dili iid- »ot/ |

*

[CONMI N|i \TH>.

I*!#»:«« » publish the following »'Xtr:i.: ir m

the debate which took place, at the lift »,>

sion of Congress. ujm>u the proposition fr n,

> the Military Committer, to reduce ;j.. t.

f propriation for the t^uarterniaster's I
f uieut of the (nited States Army Tin- r,

port is copied from the Daily Dlohe ? j;,.
February last.the "official paper f i

grew.". A LABORER
f ".Mr. Fai i.knf.r. I am instructed j,v }

; Committee on Military Affairs to uffcr
following amendment:

Strikeout "$5tXU>00" in the seventy-eight;
t line, and insert *'$450.n0il;" so that the pri*

agraph, as amended, would make a r- i
tion of $50,000 in addition to the $57 mm a

ready stricken off from the estimate hv
Committee of Ways and Means.

Mr. Chairman, I will state verv brief,
. for 1 desire not to consume the time of the

committee, the object of the Ccoiiniitfe.
. Military Affairs in proposing to cut dwa
« this appropriation. We propose » reduction
i in the number of the laborers and empl.\c.
. in the (Juartenmister's department. Tim;

Department has now in its employment tit
[ wards of four thousand employes and lab'r
[ ers; and we propose to indicate, bv this r»

duction of the appropriation, our opini ti
that the number of laborers and employ?* i«

i too great, and should be diminished.* W .should have promised a larger reduction
from the estimates, if the Committer
Ways and Means had not, in the hill rep. r:

oil by them, made a reduction of$.'i7.'HNitr,;,,
the estimates of the Department,

f Mr. .Smitii, of \ irginia. I would like imoveto reduce the appropriation f<> *4'"
(HN). If gentlemen will only bs»k at this item
and the multitude of subjects to which it r>*

"1 fers. they will sec at once the large margin
there is for a reduction. If they will I - k *t

' the reduced price oflabor all over theivuntn
how the prices of Ial)or ot every description
have been cut down, they cannot fail t>» ».v

that if the Government will apply the same |principle of reduction which is applied i

every branch of industry, there is a verv

large margin for bringing down this item t.( I

1 would like to know how it n that the
Government should pay .51 a day forlaU-r
when individual" only pay seventy-five cents
a day for the same lals»r? For one, 1 pr.
against it. Here, sir, the Government pais
to lafmrcrs at least twenty-five per cent

more than individuals pay for the same service:and then if a toe or a knee is hurt, they
call upon the Government to pay $<500 for
the doctor's bill. I insist upon it that S4« e»

000 is a sufficient amount to expend for tins
purpose, and therefore hope the appropriationwill be reduced to that amount. '

GR0VER & BAKER'S
i rU.BR\TKt>

F A M 1 L V S E W I NO M A CIII \K v
.NKW STVLKS.PRICKS FROM $ U> 10 j I'.'o

AX I HA < H.MO.I or jo FOR IU**l«s

d9.'> Broadway Xt-w V rk.
1SI Baltimore St., (Carroll Building).. Baltiui -o-.

3IS Pennsylvauue Avenue \Va»tnng:
K. S. LEADBEATER, Afri

i> 1 7 Si nth Fsirfst *t. Alexandre
These Machine* w* troui two spools, hi put

chased fr»ni the store, requiring m> ro winding ;
thread. They Hern, Fell, (rather, and Stitch in *

superior style, finishing each Heam hy their « i

operation, without recourse to the hand nee tie -ut

is required hy other machines. They will do <-i

ter and rhea|>er sewing than a «enra»treo can,
even if she works for one mtt on Ati.r, and are W

unquestionably, the hut Mn.hinc in the tuarke. /
for family «<*wing. on account of their simp'n-tj. I

durability, ease of management, ami adaptati r. t<

all vaneties of family sewing.executing uthrr
heavy or fine work with equal facility, an 1 *i!fc
out <-pe<-ial a<ljustment.

As evidence of the unquestioned oiperi <rtv
their Machines, the GkoVkk X Baksr Sr. wish
M a < h i s e Com pa s v respectfully refer to the nucn

herleas testimonial!! to he seen at their principal
depot, ami with their agent*. mo 10 eol'm

M > c o /: M / <: a

KEAPl.Nii AND MOWING MAC1I1XL
15.000 Sold the Lait 4 Year«

r.RixT iMruovyMt.srs m/'A /»/r is,4

AIHUSoX, WALLACE A CO.
11m» (i< acpppled the \genev foi the »! *

M.CuKMICKS CELEBRATED REAPER nn
MnWER, art* prepared <> furui'b ilirin at tnai.u

faeturer's prices, adding freight only.
In calHngattcntion to this M \CH IN K, we » ul t

say that, (with the improvement* for 1 "t.»V.) in poin'
»f simplicity, durability, ami perfect working, it >i

WARRANTED, a* a Reaper ami Mower, »u|»«rior
to any other made, and would advise all ill whlC
of a Keaper ami Mower, to call and examine the
Machine. «#/ our II #frrAou*,, .Vo. Id f'w/ow
or send for a Circular, descriptive of them, bet *

purchasing anv other. Addrria
'ADIHSOV, WALLACE A CO..

No. IX I'liion-st., Alex'a., V ».

ap 19.lawtjcl AeotJy I

1,1 VK STOCK AiiKNCY
BY JAMES RICHARD 8M00T

AT THE SOLICITATION OK SEVER c.
friends. I have been induced to establish au

agemy for the <ale of CATTLE, SHEEP. A<\, m
this and the District markets, (Washington aid
Georgetown.I Having the advantage of lot* and

pastures convenient to the Cattle Scales, per- <

favoring me with on«igntnenfs of their stock,
assurcii that they will be properly cared for, an 1
sold to the very best advantage at the lowest rate

of commission. I most respectfully solir't the ji
tronage of the farmers and graitrr« tLr-ugb"11
the State, and for punctuality and re«pon«ibdi'».
refer them to the following named tirnn and individuals:

Col. John M. Harri-on, Loudoun County, ^ *

Dr. W. IJ. Cochran, "

B. F. Rixey, Fauquier County. Virginia.
N. Lottghborough. "

T. A. Brew is. Alexamlria, Virginia.
Marshall A Ward, " "

P. S. Any inforiuation desired will be cheerfullygiven, by addressing me at Alexandria.
nih -V.eoltn J. R vT

J/O MA S S. J A Ml KSO V.
MACHINIST and

I U 0 X F 0 I X I> K R.
Cornar of Roval and Wllkea Itreetl.

ALEXANDRIA VA.,

IS prepared to cxrruta order* for Statio»i
. Steam Kaoi.titft, Bon.em, Mill Gearing, Sh»r

ing, Pulley* and Hanger?, Tobacco Screw?, I'tni [
Funs,Slide and Hand Lathe*.Drill Presses, Wrough;
or Cast Railing. Column* and (tinier?. Gas or WV '

Pijie, and Machinery of every ile»'ription. Supe-
rior CARTINGS made to order at abort notice « I

on reasonable term*. ap 1.noil

JOHN y. C'HACXCEV,
(Ayrnt lur H'tllmm lluijhn. H'tihinyO/n, I)

It A N D S C A P K A N I) 0 K N A M E N 1 I '*
FLORIST AND GARDENER,

AVilC H<X'jJ « Pun, / fjffr Eml III A', IIJ V' -»'

ALEXANDRIA. VA-*

HAS on hand a fine and varied a?»orlinefif
ROSES and GREEN ll'G «E PLA VIJ,

which hr will sell ut low prices. The Ladir? seriallyare invited to call and examine his "

ment. ,

jpiT GRADING and SODDING done ai r*.

notice, and in the l>est rfyle. u;h .V».eolm

171 WHEELER, Agent. No. *J7 Loiisiama Arr
J. writ, opposite Centre Marakt.

Toji ClTtf, oilers for sale at lowest ca>h price
Bar Iron, Sheet Iron. Steel,
Tin, Zinc, Bar and Sheet Lead,
Rcndeu's Patent Horse Shoes, and a gcii-'"assortmentof HARDWARE. BUILDING M AThRIALS,and TOOLS.

Washington, feh II.no.'tin
FOR SALE.. 1 offer for sale <-n accounr.'datingterms, a HOUSE and LOT. plea*»r,' /

situated, on St. Asaph street, at present occupied
by Mr. Win. A. Hart. The H(lU>K ba? tw«

and an attic, and a large and commodious BD b

BUILDING, fitted with water und za», and *

the modern improvement*. There is also a 4

large yard; making it a most desirable
gtt I haw for sale, aimi, eeveral other H0(
M sitnatnd m different parts of the city ',?rt 1

very easy, [ap 12.coin.*) GEO. KEATOV _

DATT ft HARMON,

G1 ROCKRS-DEALERS IN COPA Pf ilrCOPS', OATS, PA LA: HA >', end all htoJs

ofMILL-MUD, corner of Prin e and R-vaj '"i

Alexandria, Va. 5£_I?
IIXOHA.SGK »>N NEW YwKK. it *
J lowest rates, hy FOWLfc A


